H10540

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | want to
thank the distinguished gentleman
from California [Mr. RoycE], the chair-
man of our Subcommittee on Africa,
for introducing this resolution and for
his outstanding leadership on this very
difficult issue. The purpose of this reso-
lution is to highlight the significant ef-
forts of former Secretary of State
James Baker in advancing a peaceful
solution to the question of Western Sa-
hara. Due to the leadership by the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. ROYCE],
this resolution has moved forward in a
consensus manner. We have worked
closely with both sides on the Western
Sahara question and with Secretary
Baker and all parties find that the res-
olution is agreeable.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, | urge our
Members to support this excellent reso-
lution.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | yield
2 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. Payne], a
member of the Subcommittee on Afri-
ca.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, let me
first commend the gentleman from
California [Mr. RoYCE], the chairman
of the Subcommittee on Africa, and the
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr.
MENENDEZ], the ranking member, for
the outstanding work that they have
done on this resolution. The Western
Sahara has been a point of contention
for some time now. The final outcome
for this former Spanish colony will be
historic and a momentous occasion. It
will set a precedent for many other is-
sues of self-determination throughout
the world, such as Cyprus and Northern
Ireland. This is a major accomplish-
ment. We should commend the former
Secretary of State James Baker, the
Polisario Front and representatives of
Morocco for coming to the table to de-
cide on a referendum on the future of
this disputed territory. The referendum
originally scheduled for January 1992 is
to decide whether Western Sahara
should be incorporated into Morocco or
become an independent nation as many
of the Sahrawi people have fought for
for many years. | am glad to see the
culmination of the identification proc-
ess which first started in 1984. | also
want to congratulate the Secretary-
General of the United Nations Kofi
Annan for his role in urging negotia-
tions in this region. Let me say that |
think that now the playing field has
been leveled, where all will have access
to the media, to the press, and that
international observers will be able to
participate in the proceedings. All of
these very important issues have been
worked out. This is a step in the right
direction.

As we see democracy spreading
throughout the continent of Africa,
where only a few countries are left in
dispute at this time, | think that it is
good to see another nation coming to
the front where the question which has
long besieged them and has been a
problem may be finally worked out.
Once again | urge my colleagues to
support this resolution.
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Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume. In
closing, let me commend the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr.
MENENDEZ], the ranking member of the
Subcommittee on Africa, who has
worked with us on this resolution. We
have worked together on several meas-
ures throughout the year. | would also
like to commend Special Envoy James
Baker for his work. Morocco is a long-
time ally and the United States has
been improving relations with Algeria,
which supports the Polisario Front.

The issue of self-determination for
Western Sahara poses a danger of in-
stability for the northwest African re-
gion. The issue must be resolved so
that the likelihood of long-term prob-
lems there is diminished. Peace in
Western Sahara will allow for eco-
nomic development and democratiza-
tion in the region and could be a bene-
ficial example for other nations in
North Africa and the Middle East. That
is the purpose of this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | urge
my colleagues to adopt the resolution,
and | yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAzio of New York). The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from California [Mr. Roycg] that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, House Resolution 245,
as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
with amendments in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested, A bill
of the House of the following title:

H.R. 2607. An act making appropriations
for the government of the District of Colum-
bia and other activities chargeable in whole
or in part against the revenues of said Dis-
trict for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1998, and for other purposes.

The message also announced, that the Sen-
ate insists upon its amendments to the bill
(H.R. 2607) ‘“*“An Act making appropriations
for the government of the District of Colum-
bia and other activities chargeable in whole
or in part against the revenues of said Dis-
trict for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1998, and for the purposes.’’, requests a con-
ference with the House on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses thereon, and ap-
points Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. Do-
MENICI, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. SHELBY, Mr.
GREGG, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. CAMPBELL, Mr.
FAIRCLOTH, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. COCHRAN,
Mr. BYRD, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. BUMPERS, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
HARKIN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, and
Mrs. BOXER, to be the conferees on the part
of the Senate.

November 9, 1997

EXPRESSING CONCERN FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS IN AFGHANISTAN

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
156) expressing concern for the contin-
ued deterioration of human rights in
Afghanistan and emphasizing the need
for a peaceful political settlement in
that country, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RESs. 156

Whereas Congress recognizes that the leg-
acy of civil conflict in Afghanistan during
the last 17 years has had a devastating effect
on the civilian population in that country,
killing 2,000,000 people and displacing more
than 7,000,000, and has had a particularly
negative impact on the rights and security of
women and girls;

Whereas the Department of State’s Coun-
try Reports on Human Practices for 1996
states: ‘“‘Serious human rights violations
continue to occur [. . .] political Killings,
torture, rape, arbitrary detention, looting,
abductions and kidnappings for ransom were
committed by armed units, local command-
ers and rogue individuals.”’;

Whereas the Afghan combatants are re-
sponsible for numerous abhorrent human
rights abuses, including the rape, sexual
abuse, torture, abduction, and persecution of
women and girls;

Whereas drug proliferation has increased
in Afghanistan;

Whereas Congress is disturbed by the up-
surge of reported human rights abuses in Af-
ghanistan, including extreme restrictions
placed on women and girls;

Whereas safe haven has been provided to
suspected terrorists and terrorist camps may
be allowed to operate in Afghanistan;

Whereas Afghanistan is a sovereign nation
and must work to solve its internal disputes;
and

Whereas Afghanistan and the United
States recognize international human rights
conventions, such as the Universal Declara-
tion on Human Rights, which espouse re-
spect for basic human rights of all individ-
uals without regard to race, religion, eth-
nicity, or gender: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. DECLARATION OF POLICY.

The Congress hereby—

(1) deplores the violations of international
humanitarian law in Afghanistan and raises
concern over the reported cases of stoning,
public executions, and street beatings;

(2) condemns the targeted discrimination
against women and girls and expresses deep
concern regarding the prohibition of employ-
ment and education for women and girls;

(3) urges the Taliban and all other parties
in Afghanistan to cease providing safe haven
to suspected terrorists or permitting Afghan
territory to be used for terrorist training;
and

(4) takes note of the continued armed con-
flict in Afghanistan, affirms the need for
peace negotiations and expresses hope that
the Afghan parties will agree to a cease-fire
throughout the country.

SEC. 2. SENSE OF THE CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the Presi-
dent—

(1) should continue to monitor the human
rights situation in Afghanistan and should
call for adherence by all factions in Afghani-
stan to international humanitarian law;

(2) should call for an end to the systematic
discrimination and harassment of women
and girls in Afghanistan;

(3) should encourage efforts to procure a
durable peace in Afghanistan and should sup-
port the efforts of the United Nations Spe-
cial Envoy Secretary General Lakhdar
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